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FROM THE PRINCIPAL ...
I've always enjoyed statistics. They are interesting for what they can tell us, for what
they hide and for the many varied ways you can make them tell your own story.

A recent headline in a paper was aimed once again at the low literacy and numeracy
levels of Northern Territory students following this year’s national testing. This could
alarm quite a lot of you but if we read right to the last few sentences we see that our
Minister tells the full story which is that there are large differences in levels that occur
across out Territory community. In fact, most school and students here in Darwin are
performing quite well.

It is not right that a section of our community is achieving below the level that we
should expect but it is quite misleading to try to paint Territory education as below
standard.

| hope that you know our school well enough to realise that the education your child
is receiving here is right up there with the best in Australia. Our challenge is to ensure
that all NT children have access to this high level of education.

COMMUNITY AWARD

Last year, Mrs Kerry Sacilotto donated an award which we presented to a parent at
our Presentation Assembly for their long service to the school. Electorate boundaries
have changed and Mr Michael Gunner, MLA, Member for Fannie Bay, has agreed to
sponsor this award.

We are asking that you nominate people in our school community who you feel have
contributed to our school improvement over the years. There is a no formal
nomination form. Either send in your nomination with a brief description of their
service or give the school a call and fill us in.

PARENT PERCEPTION SURVEY

Thank you to everyone who has already sent their Parent Perception Survey back to
school. We are keen to get a large sample of how you feel we are doing as a school.
Please keep them coming in.

They were sent home with the oldest in the family last week so, if you haven’t
received it, perhaps a search through your child’s bag may reveal some interesting
things.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE FOR 2009

Our After School Care facility will be very full in 2009 and so we are trying to get final
enrolments settled now. If you are already with our ASC then you have probably
already let us know what you will be doing in 2009 and you will soon receive an
enrolment form. If you are not using the facility and intend to in 2009 then we need to
know now.

Places can no longer be guaranteed. Please call the office.



GROUNDS COMMITTEE

You will shortly see a plan of proposed grounds improvement appear at a few
places around the school e.g. Early Childhood, the office. You are invited to look
these over and give your feedback. The School Council is keen to get your views.

CALENDAR

Date Day Event
21 November Friday Uniform Free Day
10™ December Wednesday Presentation Assembly, Year 6 Graduation
12™ December Friday Last day of school year

2009
19™ January Monday Office open at school
26™ January Monday Australia Day
28" January Wednesday First day for students

School website: www.schools.nt.edu.au/stuartpk/

CASUAL CLOTHES DAY - THIS FRIDAY - 21 NOVEMBER

On Friday all students at Stuart Park School are invited to wear casual clothes to
school to raise funds for future Student Representative Council (SRC) activities.
Students wearing causal clothes are required to donate a gold coin. This will be
collected by a SRC representative.

Appropriate clothing includes ‘sun safe apparel’ such as tops with a sleeve and
collar, cargo pants, jeans or runners.

Students wearing inappropriate clothing such as revealing tops or tops that do not
cover stomachs, clothes with unsuitable messages or images, high heal shoes or
thin string straps etc will be asked to change into a temporary school uniform for
the remainder of the day.

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE

This Friday at recess time the Student Representative Council
will be holding a white elephant sale in the assembly area.
Some items are FREE and others start at 20c and go up to
$2.00 - $3.00. Most items will be under $1.00. Students are
invited to purchase an item from this stall. This could be used
as a gift for a family member or friend.

Funds raised will be used by the SRC for student future
activities.

HELPERS REQUIRED FOR ELECTIVES

Upper Primary students will be participating in electives on Tuesday 2" December
from 10.45 am till 12.45 pm. If any adults could spare some time to assist in the
morning, please contact the school office.




MERIT CERTIFICATES

Congratulations to the following students who recently received merit awards:
Hannah Ferguson, Zach Diamond, Evie Radonich, Tye Edgcombe, Kade Huxtable,
Daniel Cannon, Sam Cottom, Ruby Nichols, Brandon Feasey, Vasilia Mousellis,
Brooke Ferguson, Jake Fletcher, Alex Kanochkin, Paris Hooper-Duffy, Patrick
Hinchcliffe, Charlotte Basei, Robby Finn-Mone, Adara Griffin, Matthew Weir, Mark
Mercado, Eleni Poullas, Nate Rowe, Anica Moller, Jason Jun, Ethan Roach, Cale
Taylor, Eddie Hudson, Daniel Chin, Belinda Tran, Mackenzie Pratt, Olivia Jackson,
William Robinson, Damon Lines, Kassandra Jackson, Analese Richards, Brody
Bursle, Ivo Melas, Jack Gordon, Syahreza Hidayat, Zac Phelps, Melissa Hull,
Naomi Wake, Rivi Wijayaratne, Marcus Johnston, John Cagunan, Marianna
Diamandopoulos, Tobias Dockery, Cailleb Connell, Jayden Park, Jye Huxtable,
Isaac Hinchliffe, Tamara Ee-Sullivan, JD Rodriguez.

LIBRARY NEWS
This week is the last week students can borrow library books.
All student library books will be due back as they have their
library time next week. Please assistance by making sure your
child brings their books back next week. Your help in this
matter would be greatly appreciated.

Kerrie Crowfoot, Teacher in Charge of the Library

EARLY CHILDHOOD HOME READING
Home Reading for all Early Childhood children will finish for the year at the end of
next week (Friday, 28" November).

We ask that all home reading books be returned to school by this time so the books
can be repaired and packed away for the year. Please encourage your child to
read over the holidays with books from home or the local library. Happy Reading!

DEFENCE NEWS

The Defence morning tea is on this Friday 21%' November. It
will start at 8:20am in the After School Care room. All welcome
including friends of Defence families.

The last of the Deployment/Separation afternoons is being
held at Leanyer Primary School on Thursday 27™ November
3:30 — 5:00pm. Children will be looked after by attending
DSTAs whilst you have a cuppa and a chat with DCO and
their representatives. If you haven't already attended one of
these meetings this is the final opportunity to do so.

Phillipa Cosgrove, DSTA

NORTHERN TERRITORY MUSIC SCHOOL

Parent information evening — TONIGHT, Wednesday 26" November from 5.30 to
6.30 in the Nightcliff Middle School Band area. Come and hear the Combined
band perform, meet our staff, and find out about the Music school.




DENTAL CLINIC NEWS

Since 2005 a progressive refurbishment program of school based dental clinics has
been undertaken across the Territory. The refurbishments have been undertaken
to address existing occupational health and safety issues and to ensure
compliance with updated infection control standards.

The dental clinic at Stuart Park Primary School has been refurbished to provide a
full assessment and treatment service. It is anticipated that resumption of routine
services from the dental clinic will occur at the beginning of 2009 school year.

Parents and carers are encouraged to attend dental appointments with their child.
This can make the visit less stressful for your child and provides the opportunity for
you to discuss treatment options and what can be done to maintain or improve your
child’s oral health

Information regarding services that will be provided over the Christmas break will
be available through this newsletter in week 9.

The following advertisements are not necessarily en dorsed by the school.

ADVENT WORKSHOP Let’s think about Christmas

Come to a fun time of preparation for Christmas and
the discovery of the true meaning of Christmas. All
children from Transition to Year 6 are invited to the
Darwin Memorial Uniting Church, Smith Street, Darwin
on Saturday 6 " December from 10 am to 1pm.
Activities include the Christmas message through
drama, song and craftwork, gift making and other
surprises including a sausage sizzle. Bookings
essential. Please RSVP by Monday 1% December to
Mary on 8981 8542 or the Church office on 8981 2897.

GUY SEBASTIAN TICKETS FOR SALE

Saturday 22" November — Unfortunately we are unable to use 2 adults and 1 child
tickets to the concert on Saturday — willing to sell cheaper than from DPAC.
Please contact 0418895433.

WANTED TO RENT.
A suitable property in our school zoned area is being sought by people moving to
Darwin. Please contact kerry.gavin@bigpond.com if you can help.

SANTA SUIT HIRE

Jacket, long pants, black boots, belt, hat, wig, beard and
Santa Sack. HIRE ONLY $66.00 available from
Nemarluk School phone 8985 3100 Book early so you
don’t miss out on this very popular suit! By hiring your
Santa Suit from Nemarluk School you'll know that you are
helping a school for children with special needs.




