Pre School Teachers Association of the NT

PO Box 799 Sanderson NT

Minutes of the meeting at Leanyer Preschool

18 February 2004

Attendance:

Annette Gore, Sherida Edgecombe,  Deneil Sachs,   Debbie Riley, Gail Gronholt, Jo Brandt, Anne Morgan, Patsy Creswick, Lyn Stratfold,  Melissa Park, Annie Richards, Janet Smith. Tara Metcalfe, Julie Williams, Joy Brabham, Jan Cooke, Heike Farkas, Lauren Ely, Sarah Robbins, Jayne Pickering, Julie Howells, Daphne Sellwood, Gill Abraham, Helen Stubbin, Kim Bond, Fran Sharples, Lorraine Fletcher, Di Wood, Marianne Carter.

.

Apologies:

Mim Regan, Ann Jackson

Meeting Open: 3:30pm
Minutes from the last meeting Wednesday 28 October 2003

Accepted: Patsy Creswick 

Second: Sherida Edgecombe

Business arising from previous minutes:

 None

Correspondence In:

· Christmas card from Georgie Nutton

Business arising from Correspondence In:

None

Correspondence Out:

· Letter to Erica Miles concerning her personal cheque to repay debt incurred during PSTANT Website creation. 

Treasurers Report

· Bank balance at $2.49

· Debbie Riley paid $35.00 into the account from her personal funds to meet PSTANT 

      commitments.

Business arising from Correspondence Out:

· Debbie Riley to be reimbursed $35.00 once membership fees have been collected for 2004.

· It will be suggested that PSTANT membership fees be raised to $20.00 per year at the 2004 AGM in order to cover PSTANT commitments.

General Business:

Discussion related to the new intake policy trials

· Moil Preschool’s offer to trial all-day preschool rejected by the Department as they wanted to trial June 30 enrolment cut offs only.

· Representatives from Wagaman, Karama, Nakara and Alawa were present at the meeting. These are schools involved in the trials.

· Lyn Stratfold from Karama Preschool reported that she decided to trial the new intake policy because she would give an honest account of developments and problems incurred as a result of the policy. Lyn reported no major problems thus far although teaching three year olds to follow directions and routines was challenging. Lyn stated that the Transition teachers with in the school were finding it difficult due to lack of resources and room. Lyn teaches 17 students not yet four and 8 that are over 4. Karama Preschool now has one teacher instead of  two. Both morning and afternoon groups include students not yet 4. Lyn expressed concern over one group of students never accessing Preschool 5 days a week as a result of this system. Karama is still enrolling Preschool students as they become aware of the trial but will cease to do so as of the 30th of June 2004.

· Debbie Riley reported that the Transition teachers at Wagaman believed it was beneficial to have only one intake into Transition because it was easier to settle students in. Debbie has 17 students in morning group who are all over 4 and 12 in the afternoon group who are not yet 4. Debbie finds the afternoon group exhausting for both staff and students. Debbie is concerned about the program being offered to the afternoon students as their skills are limited.

· Lorraine Fletcher from Nakara also has all her older students in the AM sessions although the Preschool is reconsidering this system as it limits student movement between sessions. Lorraine has experienced nappies, wet pants and dummies since students under four began Preschool. Lorraine has noticed that they are operated with limited resources and she also is challenged by continually having to repeat instructions. There are two teachers at Nakara and one afternoon group has 14 students under 4, the other has 17.

· A question was raised as to what report back process was being conducted during the trials. Two report back sessions are being conducted per term with Georgie Nutton, Nancy Battenburg and Nancy Caraher. Debbie Riley who has attended the report back sessions expressed concern over the lack of an agenda at these meetings with Preschool and/or Transition teachers attending at inappropriate times. It was also a concern that only one teacher per school per session is funded to attend. There was also a feeling that teacher’s input and skills were not being valued at these sessions. 

· Meg O’Brien at Alawa discussed her concern over the lack of facilities in Preschools for toilet training and the potential for problems in this area. Seven out of 18 of her students are under 4. She two sees the benefits of having one intake into transition but she would prefer students to be 5 when they start Primary school. 

· An increase has been noticed in the amount of parents “shopping around” when considering Preschools for their children. Will children go to other Preschools once they turn 4? Will the trial then be accurate?

· There was a call for Preschool teachers to have a uniform response to queries regarding school age entry for this year. It is still departmental policy for children to be 5 before beginning transition. 

· There was a further call to have representatives from the department at the next PSTANT meeting to discuss the trials. It was felt a committee would be needed to discuss issues to be presented.  Patsy, Heike, Annie, Annette and Lorraine agreed to meet in this regard. 

· Discussion occurred surrounding the trials being conducted with out support and Preschool teachers being required to “fix” problems as they occur. 

Presentation by the Pediatric Team in relation to the STOMP program.

· The team was pleased by the surveys completed by Preschool teachers during 2003 and adjustments have been made to the STOMP program as a result. 

· A summary of the evaluation of the pilot study is available from Melissa but generally results were that teachers found the program easy, flexible and that improvements in children’s gross motor skills occurred.

· Assessment pro formas on child development in 3 and a half to 4 year olds is now available.

· The team’s speech pathologist is developing guidelines for appropriate language to be used during the program.

· Further resources that are available from the team to supplement the STOMP program include ‘Teacher to Teacher Tips’, ‘Hints for the STOMP Program’, ‘An Information Sheet for Parents’, ‘Contact Details for the Pediatric Team’, ‘A new Index’, ‘Activities References’ and ‘Information on Modifying Activities’.

· Another information and debrief session for STOMP will be held at the PSTANT meeting in Term 3, Week 4.

Meeting Closed: 4:35pm
Next Meeting

Term 1 Week 8

RAAF Base Preschool

Visitor Philip Jones will be with us to discuss the new intake policy trials.

