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School Information 
 
Type and location of school 
and student capacity 

Barunga is a Community Education Centre located 90 
km south-east of Katherine.  It provides pre-school to 
secondary education to two communities, Barunga and 
Manyallaluk.  Barunga is a community of 300 people, 
Manyallaluk is a community of 100 people 

School Council arrangements The school is fully self managing under the direction of 
the school council which meets monthly.  The school 
council is also the ASSPA committee.  Council meeting 
are conducted in Kriol. 

School Council Chair Frank Curtis 
Principal Neil Williams 
Statistical Data Enrolment and Attendance 

Averages for  2001 
Preschool Enrolment 17 Attendance 8 
Primary   Enrolment 73 Attendance 47 
Secondary Enrolment 40  Attendance 25 
15 Primary students and 5 secondary students 
maintained an attendance pattern of over 80% 
throughout the year, while 49 other primary and 21 
other secondary students achieved 80% in at least one 
term. 
 
Achievement 
Pr imary 
 
13 Junior primary students attained ESL01 Speaking on 
the national ESL profiles which is the level aimed at by 
the ILLS program 
16 Primary students attained Eng 02 Reading on the 
national profiles which is the level of Grade 3 
benchmark 
9 Primary students attained Eng 02 Reading on the 
national profiles which is the level of the Grade 5 
benchmark and sufficient for effective learning in high 
school courses 
This means that 56% of the Primary students profiled 
attained an acceptable level of attainment. 
Secondary 
 
Junior secondary students enrolled in a total of 121 
course at NTOEC, 82% of these courses having 
satisfactory progress and 10 achieving A’s. 
30 gained statements of attainment in VET courses with 
one completing Cert 2 Business 
One senior student completed Year 11. 
One student moved to Perth and had completed enough 
of Year 12 to gain admission to Curtin University 



Staffing NTDE Staff 
ECPIA   1 
ET 2   2 
TC   5 
AO4 .5  1 
AT   3 
School Council Staff 
TC   1 x .5 
   1 x .4 
PH 2   1 
AT   1 
ARO, PTI, ERT various 
Cleaning contract 
Grounds contract 

Learning and teaching 
context 

In 2001 the school continued to use Kriol in the school 
as a language of instruction. 
 
The early childhood section consisted of an early 
childhood class and a preschool class. There were two 
primary classes, one provided for good attenders (those 
who consistently attend 80% or better). The irregular 
attenders primary class of the school used Walking 
Talking Texts as its major resource for the English 
program.  The regular attenders class is now able to 
operate in an English only mode without the need for an 
ESL structured program. 
 
In the secondary area the school continued operating in 
high school mode with students moving to various 
rooms and teachers for their subjects.  The secondary 
program is primarily sourced through NTOEC and 
Barunga is now developing a co-operative planning 
approach with NTOEC in the delivery of the courses.  
VET course continued in partnership with BIITE with 
VET in schools funding for Hairdressing and 
Community maintenance and VEGAS funding for NTU 
courses.  ECEF funding assisted with work placement 
for some students. 

 



Strategic Plan  
 
The major thrusts of the strategic plan for 2001 were a consolidation of the areas 
developed in 2000:  Attendance, Development of Secondary Options, and Behaviour. 
 
Attendance:  The school continued with the following strategies; 
 
 School Acquaintance Scheme where a teacher and an assistant teacher were 
released in the afternoon to visit families in their homes to discuss school.  This was 
highlighted in the Collins Review as an example of best practise. 
 The Good Attenders Class where those students with 80% or better attendance 
rate in the primary area were placed in one class with the view to lifting their 
achievement levels to mainstream level. 
 The I r regular  Attenders Class where the rest of the primary students were 
place and instruction took place in Kriol to assist those students to better understand the 
schooling process and try to increase the attendance rate. 
 The consolidation of the Preschool program has lead to the program having the 
support of the community as evidenced by the number of parents and grandparents who 
accompany their children.  The school is currently considering incorporating a “Crèche 
type”  facility under the JET program through Department of Community and Family 
Services.  This will allow us to develop a true Head Start program where mothers and 
grandmothers can bring their young children and learn how to look after the children 
and develop their readiness for school. 
 The continuing Incentive Scheme funded by ASSPA where students earn points 
for coming to school on time which are cashed in for prizes.  This has been extended to 
special trips away for those who achieve 80% in the previous term.  The trips include 
skating and cinema visits etc. 
 

  
 
Secondary Options:  The school consolidated the operation of the secondary 
section in a high school mode with a period timetable and students moving between 
classes and teachers for their various subjects.  The majority of the courses are being 
sourced from NTOEC (with the school continuing its association with Katherine High 
for Year 8 maths).  VET-in-schools funding provided the Hairdressing and Community 
Maintenance courses in conjunction with BIITE and VEGAS funding provided 
Certificate units in woodwork and motor mechanics at NTU.  30 students received 
statements of achievement in VET courses. 
 



The co-operative approach developed with NTOEC allowed for a rationalisation of the 
enrolment meaning that those students not actively working on a course were removed 
from the roll quickly.  This has meant that NTOEC statistics on the students became an 
accurate reflection of the progress on the students.  By the end of 2001 Barunga students 
had achieve an 80% rate of successful progress through their courses.  This rate of 
progress is higher than the NTOEC average for non-community students. 
 

 
 

 

 
Behaviour :  The school has now operated its draft procedures for a full 12 months.  
These have now become accepted practise within the school and have gain acceptance 
by the community.  The next stage is to formalise these into policy statements. 
 

  
 



Student Learning Outcomes 
 
The school aims for students to be able to operate a mainstream levels.  This is 
measured by the Profiles and MAP test in primary and by their course results in 
secondary. 
 
Pr imary 
The primary school has three levels of “benchmarking” .  The first is ESL 01 Speaking 
on the ESL national profiles for Junior primary students which is the level for Grade 
1’s, the aim of the ILLS program. 
 
13 students in the junior section of the school attained that level in 2001. 
 
The second “benchmark” is Eng 02 Reading on the English national profiles for the 
primary students which is the same level as measured by the Grade 3 benchmarks on the 
MAP test. 
 
16 students in the primary section of the school attained that level in 2001 including 2 
eight year old students undertaking the MAP test. 
 
The third “benchmark” is Eng 03 Reading on the English national profiles for primary 
students which is the same level as measured by the Grade 5 benchmark on the MAP 
test and is sufficient to work effectively on High School level 3 courses. 
 
9 students in the primary section of the school attained that level in 2001. 
 
In total 56 students were profiled in 2001, the rest were either too young (Transition are 
not profiled) or attended too infrequently to be profiled.  
 
56% of students profiled attained acceptable standard. 
 
Secondary 
 
In junior secondary Barunga students were enrolled in a total of 121 individual course at 
NTOEC, 21 of these had limited or unsatisfactory progress.  The rest (82%) had 
satisfactory progress.  This rate of satisfactory progress is higher than the rate for overall 
students and much higher than the rate for community school students.  The majority of 
these course were at Year 8 level, however 17 were at Year 9, 1 at year 10 and 17 were 
VET courses. 
 
The completed marks for the courses were: 
 
A  10 
B  23 
C  39 
D  12 
E  0 
S  13 
 



Four students were enrolled in senior secondary courses through NTOEC.  Two are 
continuing in 2002.  One student completed the course requirements for NTCE stage 1 
and is now enrolled at St Johns College.  One student partially completed Stage 2.  She 
has now moved to Perth and has been accepted in Curtin University. 
 

 
 

30 undertook some VET courses during the year and received certificates of attainment.  
One student completed Cert 2 in Business. 
 

  

 



Staff Development 
 
A wide variety of inservices were undertaken by staff covering such areas as computer 
usage, Walking Talking Texts, ECEF training etc having been identified in the staff 
member’s individual performance plan.  However the main thrust of staff development 
in 2001 was for Barunga staff to explain to other schools the programs that operate at 
Barunga and the successes of the program to date.  This was achieved by presentation at 
the following events: 
 

·  Dare to Lead conference 
·  PDP meetings Katherine and Darwin 
·  Katherine Cluster Secondary meetings 
·  QTP “Teachers talking to Teachers”  presentations 

 

Financial Repor t 
 
See attached audit report 
 

  
 



 

Highlights 
 
The school started the year with 5 students in the senior secondary section of the school 
and end with 4 students working there.  Two students are continuing their courses in 
2002.  One student Eventhia Friday completed all the course requirements for Stage 1 
NTCE and is now enrolled at St Johns College.  The other student Anne Marie Curtis 
complete part of stage 2 NTCE.  She has now been accepted in Curtin University.  This 
is the first time a student from Barunga studying with NTOEC has been accepted 
straight into a university course from secondary school. 
 
In junior secondary Barunga students enrolled in 121 course and attained satisfactory 
progress in 82% of these, which is a rate higher than that achieved by NTOEC’s overall 
students and much higher than the average for community schools. 
 
30 students received statements of achievements towards VET Certificates in a number 
of area including Community Studies, Hairdressing and Business.  One students 
received a Cert 2 in Business. 
 
In the primary school 16 students attained a level sufficient to perform at the Grade 3 
benchmark on the MAP test, 9 of these attained a level sufficient to be able to undertake 
high school courses at Level 3. Overall 56% of the assessed Primary students attained 
an acceptable level of attainment. 
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Re: School report 
 
Here is the school report for 2001.  It has been accepted by the school 
community at the AGM of the school council.  The photographs have not 
yet been checked by all the parents so cannot be reproduced or published 
until that process is completed. 
 
A copy of the audit report for the school council funds is attached.  
Separate audits for ASSPA and ECEF were done by the school and are 
available on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
Neil Williams     
Principal 
Barunga CEC 


