
Dear Families 
Term 4 really is the busiest term of the year. Teachers are finalising their 2007 teaching programs with 
the class, gather students’ evidence of learning for Semester 2 portfolios, swimming, thinking about the 
end of year concert performance, supporting the school and their class for the Wheel-a-thon AND 
planning for 2008.  I am sure families are also finding it a busy time of the year as well, thinking about 
the big events; Christmas, holidays and planning for next year as well. Sometimes the weather does not 
help and so we can all feel hot and frazzled. This is the time when we are all tested to maintain our 
school motto of learning caring sharing.  
 
Please note 

1. Strong Beginnings including the Preschool families: please note the council report on the next 
page to check out your invitation for next Saturday morning. 

2. Wheel-a-thon: Congratulations Misha Jelfs who has already raised a big amount for the school, 
over $60. Her mum Carol tells me the secret is to have the form in the car all the time and 
wherever they go petrol, shops, after school activities they ask with a smile for sponsorship. Carol 
says, ‘lots of people dig deep into their pockets and every bit helps’. Thank you the Jelfs family. 

3. This week Alawa hosted the final 2 days of the Interactive Whiteboard (IWB) Learning 
Community. This was coordinated by Viv White from the Australian National Schools Network and 
me. Gray Primary School, Casuarina Street Primary (Katherine) and Alawa were researching, if 
IWB has a positive impact on student learning outcomes. Yesterday the group presented to over 
30 guests, including DEET’s Chief Officer, directors and several principals. They were all 
impressed with the teacher’s presentations, well done Miss Cross, Miss White and Miss Allison 
Mills. They demonstrated the IWB were motivational for all students and were a very good 
impetus for teachers to reflect upon their practice which improves student learning outcomes.  

4. School Concert is on Tuesday 11th December, 6:00 – 7:30pm at Dripstone High School in the air-
conditioned gym. Students will present an item and class/school awards will be given. Everyone 
welcome. 

5. Are you going to be at Alawa next year? We are going to begin planning classes for 2008. If you 
do not intend to return please ring the Front Office or complete the form. Yes I know our current 
year 6 and 7 students will not be returning, their graduation is on Wednesday 12th December. 

6. Friday is World Teachers Day; at Alawa we involve all of our staff. Alawa is a great school simply 
because we have great staff who all work extremely hard to care for you child/ren and to create 
the best learning environment they can. I think we are very lucky they have selected to work at 
Alawa and happily work as hard as they do. Thank You.   

���� …���� …���� ……���� …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Parents Name …………………………………….. 
 
Students Name……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
My child/ren will not be returning to Alawa in 2008. They will be attending 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Signature.                                                                                                   THANK YOU 
 
Sharon Reeves
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The Council met on Tuesday 16 October 2007. 
Thanks to all those who attended. The Council was 
fortunate to receive a Micro Grant of $600 from 
NAPCAN (National Association for 
Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect) in order to conduct a 
morning session on Saturday 3rd 
November for parents/caregivers of 
students in Strong Beginnings, 
including who are interested in gaining skills in 
encouraging and developing their child's reading 
skills. Child minding and morning tea will be 
available. If you are interested in attending, please 
contact the school to book a place at this worthwhile 
session. This is part of Children’s Week which is 
this week. Fundraising is a major activity of the 
Council's agenda this year, and it is anticipated and 

hoped that the upcoming Wheel-a-thon, to 
be held on the morning of November 6 

(Melbourne Cup day) will help 
achieve this goal as well as be a fun 
activity for all involved. In order for 
the event to be successful, we need as 
many parents as possible to assist with 

running the event, eg for lap counting, 
marshalling, cheering on students etc. We look 
forward to seeing you there! Friday, 26 October 
2007 is 'World Teachers Day'. The Council will be 
hosting a lunch for our teachers and staff, in order to 
thank them for all the wonderful things they do for 
our children. The Council would like to encourage 
students/families to present their teacher with a 

token (eg. a hand-drawn card, drawing, poem or a 
small gift) indicating their appreciation. The next 
Council meeting will be held on Monday 19 
November 2007. All members of the school 
community are welcome to attend. 
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Vacant Position 
Position title: Casual Canteen Assistant 
Alawa Primary School requires a casual canteen 
assistant 3 hours a day Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday 8.00 – 11.00am. 
Knowledge and exper ience 
Essential 

·  Ability to work unsupervised 
·  Knowledge of hygiene and occupational 

health and safety standards 
Desirable 

·  Experience as a canteen assistant or in 
a similar food service 

·  Knowledge of nutritional requirements 
of school aged children 

A full duty statement is available from the 
canteen or front office. Apply to the canteen 
on 89279122. 

�  � � � �� � � � �� � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � �  �  
Semester  1 por tfolios 
There are still a minor number of unreturned 
portfolios. We really need them to be returned, 
ready for this term. If you are unsure whether your 
child’s portfolio has been returned could you 
please contact Mrs Briant and she will check to 
see whether it has been handed in. 
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WEEK 2 STUDENT AWARD FOR 
Ignition 
Miss White 

Misha Jelfs 
Rochelle Fejo-Tasker 
Kallum Bourke 

Always caring for all classmates 
Putting 120% during swimming 
Putting a great effort into learning new things at swimming 

Farm 
Ms Bindi Isis 

Reasey Keo 
La Taripo 
Stephen Ndoro 

Mulching the vegetable patch 
Cleaning out the chicken pen 
Treating leg mite 

 
 
Introducing Tod Peterson, as your local real estate agent in 
Alawa. Supporting Alawa Primary School through 
sponsorship, Tod has always seen Alawa Primary as a progressive school implementing 
innovative ideas to each and every one of its students. 
Did you know that approximately 20% of new enrollments are seeking accommodation in or near Alawa? 
So, if you’re thinking of buying or selling and want an updated appraisal, interested in knowing about market 
trends or seek awareness of Darwin’s real estate market, then contact Tod Peterson through Knight Frank on 
8982 2514 or tod.peterson@au.knightfank.com  
Tod Peterson answers real estate questions, from preparing to sell to knowing how to buy, together with 
relevant local topics. Tune in to Territory fm 104.1 every Saturday morning at 7.30am. 


