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Dear Families

Leadership is the key word this week at Alawa

Staff today at Alawa are confirming who are the staff leaders to co-ordinate events i.e. swimming,
performances, sports day etc as well has which teachers are in what Learning Groups. The teachers
Learning Groups for this year are

- Standard Validation and Assessment, this group is ensuring consistency of standard for student
work. For example what is the difference between Band 2 S (substantive) and Band 3E
(emerging).

- Healthy Living, this group is a continuation from last year, how does the school promote physical
activity and good eating habits.

- Reading, again this group was first formed in 2006. Last year the group introduced %2 hr reading
ability groups. This year the group will monitor student progress, resources and further develop
our teaching skills.

- Well Being, this group will be building onto our Friendly Schools and Families program and will
develop further strategies to promote comfort, security, happiness etc at Alawa for staff, families
and students.

Families this evening are invited to Alawa Primary School Council AGM. It is very important that as
many families as possible attend. The School Council is part of the school’s decision making process
and your voice, your opinion and your energy is needed, to work in partnership with the school, so that
Alawa can continue to progress. There is a meeting at 5:30 lead by COGSO, ‘What you've always
wanted to know about School Councils but didn’t know who to ask’. The AGM is from 6:30-7:30. Please
note THE CHANGE IN VENUE due to expected numbers. The meeting will now be held in Stage 1,
White/Mills classroom.

Students: nominated students will be present their speech to Year 3-7 students, why they should be
School Captain on Wednesday 21° at 1:30. On Friday the 23" the students within their classes will vote
for a boy, girl Class Captains which will form the Student Leadership Group. On Monday the 26™.
students yr 3-7, will vote for their House Captains after the candidates have given their speech to their
team (11:30).The ballot process for all elections will be 1, 2 ,3 as up to 19 students have nominated for
some positions. This year Alawa is increasing the responsibilities and opportunities of our Student

Leadership Group (before called SRC). Mrs Symonds
and Ms Lockett will work with the group to teach the
leadership skills required of the positions. Therefore you
should see lots of campaign posters around the school as
the positions have become very competitive. On behalf of

the school community we all wish the student candidates
well.

This term Alawa staff and council will be reviewing the Alawa Strategic Plan 2007-2009. To assist in this
process staff, students (Middle Years) and families will be asked to complete a very short Perception
Survey. We will ask your opinion of what Alawa does well and where we need to improve. The results of
survey will help shape our Strategic Plan. The surveys will be sent home to each family this week. Each
family that completes the survey and returns it on time, to the front office, will be in the raffle for a $50
Casuarina Voucher. A summary of the results will be published in a newsletter.



Last Tuesday the Minister for
DEET, Mr Paul Henderson and our
local member for Casuarina Kon
Vatskalis were at Alawa Primary
School to launch the new Portal
Service. Alawa is one of 10 schools
that is trialing it. At the moment
only Alawa staff can access it, we
will include the students later and
when it ‘rolls out’ families will be
able to access it from home. This
means that students and families
can access the student’s work from
home, monitor their learning and
attendance and even check up on
homework and school information.
An exciting future. On behalf of the
school community | congratulate
Miss White and Jarrah MaGarvie
for presenting the portal to the
Minister and media, they promoted our school extremely well, thank you.

This week the Alawa Football team began their campaign, Ms Solien has remained as coach. The team
first met and worked with the Essendon
players and last Friday drew with Jingilli.
The game this week is at Alawa oval.

LAST WORD: | was speaking to a Mum who thought that once they dropped off the children they were
not welcomed into the classroom. Learning is a partnership between the families and the school. You
are always welcome in our classrooms. You can come in for a look or if you have time, let the class
teacher know and come in permanently and provide much needed help. ALWAYS WELCOME.

Assembly this week is Friday 8:35, hosted by Strong Beginnings 2
Sharon Reeves



Library sessions are as follows:

Monday —rooms 3, 4, 5; Wednesday —room 8 &
Ignition Whills; Friday - SB2

Please ensure your child/ren have alibrary bag.
These can be purchased from the front office for
$10 or bring your own. If you have any spare
shopping bags please send to the school as | ask
the children to put their library book/s in them if
they haven’t got a bag. Happy reading.

Mrs Price.

Monthly special for February/March

Spaghetti bolognaise with atropical quench $4.00.
Fedl like a piece of fish why not try this combo,

1 hash brown, 1 piece of crumbed fish and a corn of
cob $3.00. Thiswill be available every day. Lunch
ordersonly

‘Switched On’ Ignition — Whills 3/4/5

In recent weeks Whills 3/4/5 class has been
focusing on friendship and using the Friendly
Schools and Families program. To promote
small group and paired work, students have been
participating in activities, games and role plays
in order to gain a better understanding of
appropriate behaviour and responsibilities they
sharein the classroom

Marrara Dragons Soccer Club I ncorporated
Juniors Sign-On Day 5.30pm Wednesday 21
February 2007. Juniors' training is held every
Wednesday at Malak Oval from 5.30 — 6.30pm.
All players are encouraged to attend and become
involved to fill teamsin all age groups from 5 to 18
years. For more information, contact Steve on
0401 116548 or turn up on Wednesday afternoons.
Mindil Aces Soccer Club welcomes junior soccer
players for the 2007 season. Sign on day is
Saturday, 24™ February 4.30-6.00pm at the Italian
Club, Abala Road, Marrara, with a free sausage
sizzle. Training commences at Bagot Park, at 5pm
on Wednesday 7" March. New players welcome.
Phone Karen Buckley on 89451969 for further
information.

PINT Hockey Club isholding a Come and Try
Days on the 25" Feb at the PINT Club oval
10.00am to 12 noon. All equipment provided —
skillsinstruction — modified games — free sausage
sizzle — children, teenagers and adults welcome. For
more information and enquiries contact Rick
Collister (President) 8927 0258

Cindy Hope (Senior VP) 8927 0726

Julie Baronio (Junior VP) 8945 0654

and playground.
WEEK 3 STUDENT AWARD FOR
SB2 Nina Moniz-Wakefield A kind friend to others when they feel sad
Miss MillsMrs O'Brien | |an Lu A great friend to children new to this school
Eloy Mason Always working and playing nicely with others
Room 3 Mrs Ranie Dwayne Coaby-Powel Putting in a great effort all week
Jade Maloney Presenting neat work and completing all tasks
Room 5 Mrs Souter Morgan Von Stieglitz Good contributions during SOSE
Joshua Belo Being a quiet achiever
Ignition Miss Mills Isabella Méellios Active participation in all tasks
Nathan Wilfred Consistent application to all tasks
Ignition Miss White Darcy Peckham Hunter Consistent application to all tasks
Room 8 Ms Flett Marriam Okot Trying her best
Grace Goodman Wonderful on task behaviour
Tymunna Clements-Saywell | Being a great role model




Make new friends at Guides. GuidesNT are part of an international organisation offering a weekly
program for girlsof 5-18. Girls have fun together and learn more about themselves, othersand
their environment. They gain skillsand develop confidence and community responsibility; they go
camping, and enjoy weekend and holiday adventure days and excursions. With trained volunteers
at the helm, Guidesisan inexpensive leisure time activity. Darwin Guide Unitsare now enrolling
girlsaged 5-14yearsfor their Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday groups.

Vacanciesalso exist in Guide Units operating at Palmerston on variousdaysand in the Lone Guide
Unit which functions by mail for girlswho are not able to attend regular meetings. For further
enquiries please contact the Office of GuidesNT between 8.30am and 2.30pm weekdays on
89813628.

JUNIOR NETBALL COMPETITION 2007

10 & Under to 17 & Under Division 2*

SIGN-ON DAY

A junior sign-on day for al clubswill be held at Parap Netbal Courts on Saturday 3 March, from 4 pm.
JUNIOR OR SENIOR

A juniorisaplayer aged 17 years or less on 31 December in the playing year.

A player who turns 18 or more in the playing year isa senior player.

Players aged 10 or less can play modified rules or full rules. In modified rules, no scores are recorded and no
finals are played or trophies awarded. All playersin the full rules competition must pay the full fee
regardless of their age.

Children aged 5 to 7 years can learn basic netball skills at Funned sessions.

SEASON DATES 2007

Wednesday April 18th to Wednesday 19 September with four-week break for school holidays.

Games start at 6, 7 and 8 pm, with younger players at the earlier times — this may change depending on
numbers. The senior competition takes place on Thursday evenings, starting on 8 March.

FURTHER INFORMATION

A list of junior club contacts can be obtained from the

Darwin Netball Association website or by contacting

the Association.

* Juniors 17 & under division 1 and Seniors A grade

play at Marrara Basketball Stadium on Saturday

afternoons. Further information may be obtained from

the Darwin Netball Association.




