Alawa Primary School

Newdetter
Tuesday 1 April, 2008 No: 10

Dear Families

Thisisthe last week of term 1. Alawa school community has achieved much over the last ten weeks,

- we have formed our Alawa School Council
which isled by Mrs Jacqui Dobson. Their Adverage Weekly Attendance
surveys, after school care, bus or playground
equipment, demonstrate that they are a % attendance
focussed union improving resources for our
school

- the building committee is well underway
planning for a purpose built Strong
Beginnings wing

- the student leadership group has also been
formed and led by Dylan Murray and
Shenay Godinho

- dl teaching staff have established with their
students, classroom routines and
expectations for learning

- the school farm has become well established
and producing eggs and produce, flowers by
the end of the year | hear!

and all students and staff are creating a lovely
learning caring sharing atmosphere within the school. \WWell done every-one as our achievements
are ateam effort, students, families and staff all working in partnership together.

The graph to our right though demonstrates that we have all done really well in weeks 4 to8 keeping our
school attendance up. If students are well but still do not turn up to school, how can they learn and
contribute to our school. \We must come everyday unless we are sick. Shopping, family and rewards
must be planned for the weekend.

With regret | would like to announce that Miss Sophie Crow is transferring to Adelaide River for personal
reasons. On behalf of the
school community we
wish Miss Crow the very
best. However | am aso
" very pleased to announce
that Mrs Irene Haywood
will become a member of
our staff for 2008 and

| teachthe Crows. Sheisa
very experienced and
successful teacher.

Chrigtian Option begins
today at Alawa




Welcome back Miss Withers after your long illness

Below isacopy of aletter received from DEET to explain to families the new nation NAPLAN testing that
will take place next term. Alawa staff fully support NAPLAN. It is another tool to assess what your
child/ren can do and have learnt in the classroom as well as atool to assess Alawa School programs and
policies with other like schools across Australia. Staff are already preparing students for this. Last week
students completed MAP testing, the Territory's previous assessment system, to assist DEET in collating
the results from one system to the other in the change over period.
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Congratul ations to the Alawa Bombers

Last Friday Alawa Primary competed in the Lightning Carnival at TIO Stadium. The Lightning Carnival is
held at the end of the term to give the students, who play open primary on a Friday afternoon, the
opportunity to play against other schools. The Carnival has over 20 schools participating with each school
playing 4 games during the afternoon/evening. Our results were:

Game 1: Alawa—1 goal; 1 points (7) defeated Karama— 1 goal; 0 points (6)

Goal scorer:
Aindey; Point
scorer: Fayaaz.
Game 2: Alawa—3
goals; 1 point (19)
defeated Wanguri —
1 goal; 2 points (8)
Goal scorers: Tyler,
Fayaaz x 2; Point
scorer: Shenay.
Game 3: Alawawon
by forfeit to Malak.
Game 4: Alava—6
goals, 5 points (41)
defeated St Mary’s
—0goadls; 0 points
V)
Goal scorers:
Fayaaz x 2; Dylan,
Mathew, Tennessee,
Shenay; Point
scorers: Mathew x
2,
Shenay, Jarrah,
Bree.

| am so proud of our football team as they not only play good football but their behaviour and attitude,
when I’ ve taken them out of our school has been superb. Thank you again to the parents who have
supported us during this term of football, it is greatly appreciated. To our footballers, thank you for your
commitment and dedication each week, this has shown in our games as we had 1 loss out of 5 gamesin the
Open Primary Challenge and were undefeated in the Lightning Carnival. Congratulationsto a great term of
football.

Ms Ros Solien

| wish everyone a safe and happy week’s break. The
news last night alerted us that teachers may strike on the Thursday the 17" April. If this occurs | will send
home a note either the Tuesday or the Thursday, advising familiesif we recommend that you send the
children to school or not, which will depend on staff numbers participating.

This week’ s assembly is hosted by the Lizards.

Thank You
Sharon Reeves
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Library Chatter

There will be new books in the library soon so
please check the library for them. Also
borrowing is still allowed even though it isthe
end of term. We would appreciate families
committing to returning all readers etc. by
Thursday. Thank you and enjoy your holiday
break
Mr Bill

CANTEEN NEWS
Canteen special for the month of April
Wednesday: Special fried rice $2.80
Thursday: steamed rice with roast chicken and
gravy $3.50
Every day special
Mrs Macs apple pie $1.90
Creamed rice $2.50
Orders please

For Your Information
School holiday sailing programme
When: Mon 7—Fri 11 April
Time: 0830 — 1630 oo8
Where: Darwin Sailing Club ::—.:
Minimum age 10 years old
Cost: $350; or $75 per day, (lunches included)
Juniors who hold aBasic Skills 2 certificate will
receive a 20% discount, for further details
contact Jenny Simondson 0417818257
To book and pay contact Darwin Sailing Club
Office 898117000r go to www.dwnsail.com.au

Y esterday Eagle class went to the Exotic
Tropical Flower Farm at McMinns Lagoon to
learn about growing flowers. By the end of the
year we should have bunches of cut flowersfor
sale at the front office, providing the rhizomes

Eagles collected grow well on the farm. @«
Most students took bunches of fresh \W
flowers home to their families. Other
classes have been planting some new fruit
trees. These trees will give students a taste of
the many different types of fruit that grow so well
in our tropical climate. As these trees grow they
will also provide shade for our hardworking
students. Sadly we lost our latest addition to the
farm, Bluebell, the baby bluetongue died
of heatstroke last Wednesday. Tassie
Devils had been caring for her in their
classroom until she was big enough to
meet Bluey. The Quoll class buried her
under a guavatree. One day we'll find a good sized
mate for Bluey (who grows bigger by the 3
day!) The ducks have been layingin a KE ) a
secret spot, now we know whereit is, v
there should be a few more eggs by the &‘
end of the day. Don't forget to leave your Thursday
evenings free for gardening on the farm in Term 2.
Toads at Alawa School
Sadly this week there have been afew large toads
discovered on the school grounds. Other schools
have already lost their Frilled Neck Lizards. We
want to give our community of lizards the best
chance possible. Children will be shown how to
catch the toads in plastic bags so they can be frozen
and buried on the farm to improve the soil. Parents
can help by sending spare plastic bags into school
(bread bags are fine too).Meanwhile we
are also applying for funding to toad
proof the farm.
Have alovely week of holiday
everyone!
Ms Bindi

WEEK 8 STUDENT AWARD FOR
Farm Holly Besttie Beautiful nature patterns
Ms Bindi Tyler Crisp Being a great lunch scrap collector
WEEK 9 STUDENT AWARD FOR
Eagles Erica Stevenson Wonderful commitment to trying your best and producing high quality work
Miss White Natasha Frame In recognition of a magic effort in helping others
Lizards Caiden West For trying his best and helping others
Mrs Chellew | Narisha Vincent For great manners and excellent work in class
Ryan Martin Being a responsible student and completing all his work on time
FARM Paula Williamson | Planting fruit trees
Ms Bindi Harold Morgan Being agreat helpful farmer
Isabella Buring Planting fruit trees
AFL Zeca Godinho Dedication and commitment to our football team
Ms Ros
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